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FEATURE

Noord. Creative & active

Bubbly and rural green areas

Amsterdam-Noord is located at a stone’s throw from the heart of Amsterdam. Separated from the city only by the IJ, you will find the largest and oldest part of Amsterdam right here. Noord is a mix of cultural history, water and green. Whereas the northern part of the IJ-bank was once the home of shipping and industrial companies, it is now mainly the home of the cultural and creative industries. The NDSM-grounds have become a breeding place for hundreds of artists. Festivals and other events are organised here throughout the year. A cycling tour past small picturesque villages such as Durgerdam, Ransdorp and Holysloot leads you past a typical Dutch landscape with polders, colourful wooden houses and cheese-cover farmhouses.

Eat and drink on the water

[image: image1.jpg]amsterdam

oA o o S e LB



You will find extraordinary catering establishments at various locations along the IJ-bank. Café-restaurant Wilhelmina-Dok stands where ships were once repaired up until the eighties by the Amsterdamsche Droogdok Maatschappij (ADM). After the port was filled up, the current restaurant was built along the water. Café Noorderlicht is established in a glass dome on the NDSM-grounds and becomes a futuristic beacon along the water in the evenings. The IJ-Kantine, a former rope-yard, also makes a unique setting for a lunch or dinner. All of these locations offer a grand view of the bustling IJ and the city.

Close to the Buiksloterweg ferry you will find the aptly-named De Pont (The Ferry) with a panoramic view of the River IJ. Or hop on the Pannenkoekenboot (Pancake Boat) to enjoy all-you-can-eat pancakes while cruising.
On the Nieuwendammerdijk you’ll find Café ’t Sluisje in the ancient Nieuwendam. Arrive by boat, order a drink and enjoy the view on the lively canal.
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Amsterdam-Noord also offers very rural features. As it is, part of the green Waterland falls within the city limits. Here, Durgerdam and Schellingwoude lie at the edge of the water, while Holysloot, Ransdorp and Zunderdorp can be found amidst pasturelands. Countless small bodies of water and a few narrow roads cut through the area. It is ideal for cycling tours, sailing-, skating- and walking tours. There is a small ferryboat in Holysloot. Outside the villages, you will find various dairy farms scattered across the landscape.
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Village life
Amsterdam-Noord is a place where everyone feels good and at home. This is the area that houses the highest percentage of people who were born and raised in Amsterdam. In addition, it is still evident that Noord is actually a collection of villages: everybody knows everybody, the solidarity of a village can still be felt.

From gallows to MTV
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Noord was not a nice place to be for quite a long time. It so happens that this point of land served only as a gallows-field until the year 1795. Condemned criminals were hanged here to serve as a deterrent example for the population. This area, De Volewijck, did not truly attract attention until the end of the 19th century. Amsterdam needed land for industries and housing and found a good location in Noord.
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The city was already more easy to access thanks to the completion of the Noordhollandsch Kanaal in 1825 and the industries began to establish themselves ‘on the other side of the IJ’. Shell established itself here and shipping companies, of which the Nederlandsche Dok & Scheepsbouw Maatschappij (NDSM) and the Amsterdamse Droogdok Maatschappij (ADM) are the best known. Extensive housing projects came about during the economic growth and flowering around 1900.
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Creative hotspot
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There was a huge shortage of housing in Amsterdam following the Second World War. It is for that reason that small and plain maisonettes were built in abundance in Tuindorp Oostzaan from the beginning of the fifties. This city district expanded further to the north in the 60s and 70s and larger, more luxurious homes were built. The shipping industry all but disappeared from this area during that time. And so room for new developments and extraordinary initiatives became available where the former NDSM-shipyard once stood. The old halls and pilots have been redeveloped into office accommodations for the creative sector since the 90s. Various artists, as well as MTV Networks, have established themselves here. You will also find Skatepark Amsterdam here: a huge indoor skatepark of 1750m².
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Architecture
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Noord is an extraordinary area for those who love architecture. The Kraanspoor is a striking eye-catcher within the industrial heritage of the NDSM-shipyard. The railway along which the shipping cranes used to run has been magically changed into an impressive transparent building that is 270 metres long. Designers’ agency Trude Hooykaas was awarded various design awards with this exceptional design. The area directly opposite the Central Station offers examples of the typical architectural styles of the previous century, such as the Amsterdam School.

Various ships have been put to new uses in the Maritiem Kwartier, in the direct vicinity of the landing stage of the NDSM-ferry. The Amstel Botel, for example, is a river cruise ship that has been converted into a hotel. Other ships along the NDSM-pier include shallow water minesweeper Mahu M880, Greenpeace’s protest ship Sirius, the lovely three-master Pollux and the red lightship Finley. 

Amsterdam, August 2010
For more press information and visual material:

Amsterdam Tourism & Convention Board, Press Office, tel. +31(0)20 551 2534 (35), e-mail: pressoffice@atcb.nl
Note: Information for the public, call: +31 (0)20 201 8800 or go to www.iamsterdam.com
Visual material is to be found at www.amsterdamimage.com 
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Crane at NDSM
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