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FEATURE

 De Pijp. Bubbly melting pot





Trendy working class neighbourhood for cosmopolitans
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De Pijp is one of the most colourful neighbourhoods in Amsterdam. From those born in Amsterdam to expatriates, and from students to trendsetters. Everyone feels at home in this lively and trendy working class neighbourhood. The Albert Cuypmarkt is the heart of the neighbourhood, where it immediately becomes evident that this area is a melting pot of cultures. The market has existed for over 100 years and it is one of the largest daily markets in Europe. The many small restaurants and shops in the streets around the Albert Cuyp offer food from every corner of the world. From Indian shops and exotic Syrian restaurants, to the typical Amsterdam pubs and cafés that offer meals, which you can find on almost every corner. There are also Islamic butchers, Spanish delicacy shops and Turkish grocers. You can admire colourful materials and slippers with curled up toes in the shop windows of oriental bazaars. They remind one of the stories from the Thousand and One Nights. The combination of working-class neighbourhood and international, trendy neighbourhood make De Pijp unique in Amsterdam. Anyone who visits De Pijp will find something to his or her liking.

[image: image2.jpg]The Marie Heinekenplein is known as the place to be if you want to enjoy a terrace in the sun. The square is also popular for those who desire an evening out in a trendy establishment or pub.

[image: image3.jpg]The romantic 19th-century Sarphatipark is located in the middle of De Pijp. This English-style city park with its many ponds is an oasis of peace and calm where many people seek relaxation if the weather allows. The park is named after the jewish doctor and urban developer Samuel Sarphati (1813-1866), of whom a statue has been erected in the park. The Germans removed the statue during the Second World War and the park was temporarily called the Bollandpark. The Sarphatipark got its name back in May 1945. 
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During the last 100 years, De Pijp has transformed from a highly populated Amsterdam working class neighbourhood into an international residential area, popular among students, artists and other adventurous types and trendsetters.

From a monotonous pipe drawer to a colourful and trendy neighbourhood

Due to the enormous population growth in the second half of the 19th century, rigorous urban expansion was required. The city council selected the polder area just outside the Singelgracht for this purpose, bordered by the Amstel, Singelgracht, Boerenwetering and the Amstelkanaal. The polder was levelled up and inns, country homes and polder homes had to make room for the new housing. The construction was left to the free market and a completely new neighbourhood speedily came about, initially referred to as Neighbourhood YY. It was to be a neighbourhood with long streets with a characteristic and somewhat monotonous street scene: four construction layers with a roof, each building three windows wide and crowned with a white ridge-piece. The name De Pijp (The Pipe) soon became popular. The name probably refers to the long, narrow ditches that cut through the former polder and that were called ‘pipes’. Another theory is that the long and narrow streets of the neighbourhood resemble pipe drawers.

The neighbourhood had a bohemian nature virtually from the start. Because the homes in this densely populated area were somewhat expensive, many people rented out rooms to students. The neighbourhood was also popular among writers and artists, including F. Bordewijk, Arthur van Schendel and Piet Mondriaan. The first cabaret in the Netherlands came about in ‘De Kuil’ (The Pit), a notorious nightclub in the Quellijnstraat. Eduard Jacobs performed here and sang his illustrious songs. 
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Many immigrants found their way to the neighbourhood starting from the 60s. The first were the Spanish immigrant workers, who worked at the Heineken brewery. The brewery on the Stadhouderskade was closed in 1988, but this national monument now serves as a beer museum. The Heineken Experience is an interactive experience, during which visitors experience the road from beer bottle to the shop shelves, among other things.
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Immigrants from every corner of the earth followed in the course of time. The prices of the houses had meanwhile increased considerably and more and more people in their thirties with good jobs moved to De Pijp. The appreciation for the neighbourhood gradually increased once again. During the past years, De Pijp has rapidly developed into a trendy residential area for dinkies: residents of Amsterdam with a double income and no kids. The number of trendy restaurants and lounge bars in De Pijp is keeping pace. You can find these in the Ferdinand Bolstraat, Albert Cuypstraat, Frans Halsstraat and Eerste van der Helststraat.
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Architecture

De Nieuwe Pijp, the area south of the Ceintuurbaan, has an abundance of extraordinary buildings and monuments. The neighbourhood was built in the 30s and is known for the unique architecture of the Amsterdam School. The P.L. Takbuurt in particular is a good example of this. The buildings were originally designed for workers in De Pijp who worked at the Heineken brewery or in the diamond industry. The diamond industry and De Pijp inseparably connected. 
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Diamond-cutting establishment Asscher moved to the Tolstraat in De Pijp in 1907. The building strikes the eye due to the many windows and the battlements on the roof, which gives it the appearance of a castle or medieval church of sorts. At the peak of its success, Asscher employed more than 750 people. The impact of the diamond industry on De Pijp was such that the streets around the diamond-cutting establishment were named after precious stones and the neighbourhood was given the name Diamantbuurt. 

Amsterdam, June 2010
For more press information and visual material:

Amsterdam Tourism & Convention Board, Press Office, T +31(0)20 551 2534 (35), E pressoffice@atcb.nl 
Note: Information for the public, call: +31 (0)20 201 8800 or go to www.iamsterdam.com
Visual material is to be found at www.amsterdamimage.com 
World eating-place Bazar





Enjoying a terrace café in De Pijp





Hop boilers in de Heineken Experience





Example of the Amsterdam School
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